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Tom Rosenbauer

T om Rosenbauer has been with the Or-

vis Company for 34 years.  While there,

he has been a fishing school instructor,

copywriter, public relations director, mer-

chandise manager, and he was editor of the

Orvis News for 10 years.  He is currently

marketing director for Orvis Rod & Tackle.  As

merchandise manager, web merchandiser, and

catalog director, the titles under his direction

have won numerous Gold Medals in the Multi-

channel Merchant Awards.

Tom was awarded Fly Rod & Reel’s “Angler of the

Year Award” for 2011 for his educational efforts

through his books, magazine articles, and podcasts.

Tom has been a fly fisher for over 40 years and was

a commercial fly tier by age 14.  He has fished extensively

across North America and has also fished on Christmas

Island, the Bahamas, Belize, in Kamchatka, Chile, and on the

fabled English chalk streams.  He is credited with bringing

Bead-Head flies to North America, and he is the inventor of

the Big Eye hook, Magnetic Net Retriever, and tungsten beads

for fly tying.  He has many fly fishing

books in print, including: The Orvis

Fly-Fishing Guide, Reading Trout

Streams, Casting Illusions;   Leaders,

Knots, and Tippets; Nymphing Tech-

niques, The Orvis Guide to Dry-Fly

Fishing, The Orvis Encyclopedia of

Fly Fishing, and The Orvis Fly-Tying

Guide, which won a 2001 National

Outdoor Book Award .  He has

also been published in Field &

Stream, Outdoor Life, Catalog

Age, Fly Fisherman, Gray’s

Sporting Journal, Sporting Clas-

sics, Fly Rod & Reel, Audubon,

and others. His latest book, The Orvis

Guide to Small Stream Fishing, published in March of

2011, is a spectacular book published by the prestigious

Rizzoli International, world renowned for their design and

reproduction.  Tom is the writer and narrator of “The Orvis

Fly Fishing Guide Podcast,” one of the top outdoor podcasts

on iTunes.  He lives with his wife and son in southern

Vermont on the banks of his favorite trout stream.

Featured Speakers

Chad Mason is an environmental engineer and former professional outdoor writer from Des Moines,

IA.  He has written extensively for Fly Rod & Reel, American Angler, Fly Tyer, Outdoor Life, and many

other publications.  Chad's original fly patterns have appeared on the cover of Fly Tyer, and he

contributed two chapters to Fly Rod & Reel's 30th Anniversary fly tying volume.  Chad has been a

keynote speaker for the Missouri Fly Fishers’ annual conclave in Kansas City.

BEN OLSON
Ben was born in Denver but grew up in Dallas Center, Iowa.  He has been guiding

on “The Gunny” since 2005.  Ben has owned his own fly shop; he’s taught

hundreds of fly-fishing, entomology, & fly-tying classes, held the office of presi-

dent of the Gunnison Gorge Anglers Chapter of Trout Unlimited; and he enjoys

angling in both fresh and salt waters.  A strong boatman, Ben explores by taking

multi-day float trips all over the country in his spare time.  Due to his competitive

nature and goals of perfection, you can count on Ben to provide a great experience either on the water or in a class.
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Featured Speakers
Charlie Craven

C harlie Craven tied his first fly from a fly tying

kit gifted to him on his eighth birthday.  In the

days since (about 36 years worth), he has commer-

cially tied flies for most of the shops in the Denver

area, as well as many others throughout the

Rocky Mountain west.

A longtime South Platte River guide, Craven cut

his angling teeth on some of the toughest trout

in the world.   These were the tough fish that

prompted him to develop some of his more

popular patterns such as the Jujubee Midge,

Poison Tung, and Charlie Boy Hopper.

Charlie has now been a commercial fly tyer

for over thirty years.  In that time, he has tied

flies for nearly every species of gamefish in every location on

the planet, though he specializes in trout flies for the Rocky

Mountain region.

Charlie is a Signature Tyer for Umpqua Feather Merchants and

is the originator of other popular patterns such as the Ju-

jubaetis, the Ragin’ Craven, Two Bit Hooker, Dirty Hippy,

Screaming Banshee, and the

Double Gonga.

Craven was the photographer

and fly tyer for Barr Flies (Stack-

pole 2007) and has now au-

thored two books, Charlie

Craven’s Basic Fly Tying (Head-

water Books 2008) and Charlie’s

Fly Box (Stackpole Books 2010).

    His latest book, Tying Nymphs,

will be available in January 2016.

Craven is also the “Fly Tier’s Bench”

contributor to Fly Fisherman maga-

zine.

Charlie is a Colorado native and lives

in Palmer Lake, Colorado.  He has three kids, Charlie, Julie,

and Jack.

Currently, Charlie is the owner and president of Charlie’s Fly

Box fly shop in Arvada, Colorado.
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LEE SCHULTEIS
Lee began his fly fishing journey in the late 1960s, when his father introduced him to

fly fishing, fly tying, and rod building. Since then, pursuing trout species has been his

passion and focus. He’s enjoyed catching trout in the Driftless Area, Missouri,

Arkansas, and many western states, and has made several backpack fishing trips to

the Rocky Mountains. Nine years ago, Lee made his first trip to the Lake Superior

tributaries, and he’s been hooked on the challenge and reward of steelhead fishing

ever since.  He resides in Perry, Iowa, where he operates a custom cabinet shop.

MIKE STEUCK
Mike Steuck has a varied and extensive background with the Iowa DNR and is currently the

Northeast Regional Fisheries Supervisor where he oversees management of the cold and

warmwater fisheries resources in 15 counties, including two fisheries management teams and

three trout hatcheries.  A native of Dubuque, Mike is an avid angler, targeting walleye, crappie

and trout every chance he gets.  Mike has a passion for Iowa’s natural resources and strives to

continually protect and improve natural resources and angling opportunities in Iowa.
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