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Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association  

Membership Application 

□ New     □  Renewal 

  □ Change of Address Information 

Check membership category: 

□ $20 Associate Member 

□ $54 3-year Associate Member 

□ $30 Contributing Member 

□ $50 Sustaining Member 

□ $300 Life Member 

□ $10 Student Member 

□ $27 3-year Student Member 

□ $10 Senior Member (65 or older) 

□ $27 3-year Senior Member 

□ $30 Family Membership 

□ $81 3-year Family Membership 

 

Name:__________________________ 

 

Address:________________________ 

 

City:___________________________ 

 

State:__________________________ 

 

ZIP:___________________________ 

 

Telephone:______________________ 

 

E-mail:_________________________ 
Make checks payable to Hawkeye Fly 

Fishing Association and mail to: 

Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association 

P.O. Box 8145  Cedar Rapids,  IA 52408  

The President’s Hatch:  

REMEMBER! 

 

The HFFA would like your assistance in 

updating change of addresses. If you do 

change addresses, check the box of the 

above form, or send an e-mail to 

mullinb1427@yahoo.com. 

 

ATTENTION MEMBERS 

Be sure to renew your membership in a 

timely manner.  Your contributions are 

important to the fulfillment of the HFFA’s 

goals and mission. If you haven’t sent in 

your membership dues this year , make 

sure you do in order to remain on the 

mailing list for the FLYLINE.  

A 
s a means to support my fly fishing habit, I have a day 

job.  We work with many car dealers across the state 

of Iowa and, let me tell you, we certainly live in un-

certain times when it comes to the car business in 

2009.  “May you live in interesting times,” is a quote 

(sometimes called a curse) that is very applicable today.  But I 

think our “interesting” times hold promise for fly fishing in 

Iowa.  As we look for ways to maximize recreation on a tight 

budget, we look for angling opportunities closer to 

home.  These jaunts may be to a farm pond we haven’t fished in 

years, or have us exploring creeks that promise small-

mouth.  Maybe ’09 is the year we really try carp on a fly.  More 

importantly, these excursions represent a chance to go fishing 

with a friend or our families and enjoy the time outside to-

gether.  Think about bringing along someone new to the sport 

the next time you go to your local spot. 

 

 Fishing close to home means we need to actively care 

for the aquatic habitats and fisheries in Iowa.  If a trip to the 

Bighorn is not in the cards, then the quality of the local fishery 

cannot be ignored.  Take part in the watershed group that serves 

your favorite stream or lake – if one doesn’t exist, think about 

starting it.  In a similar vein, work to expand angling access 

here in Iowa.  With the state budget shrinking, we cannot expect 

new public lands to become available.  Introduce yourself to 

landowners.  Explain the catch and release ethic (or that blue-

gills are exceptionally tasty but you put the bass back).  Ask if 

you can come back.  If you can come back, ask if you can bring 

youth or other fly anglers.  Remember that part of the relation-

ship is cleaning up litter, closing gates, parking where told and 

otherwise respecting the landowner. Finally, volunteering your 

time to teach fly fishing/tying or work on habitat issues is as 

valuable and necessary as ever.   

 

 With regard to HFFA, I would like to encourage all of 

you to contact me if something is on your mind.  My e-mail ad-

dress is in the Directory in this newsletter and that is a great 

way to reach me.  I would especially like to hear your ideas on 

how HFFA can use the website in new ways to serve our mem-

bership.  We live in interesting times to be sure, and I value 

your candid input on how HFFA can adapt and prosper in the 

years to come. 

 

Tight lines,  

Ryan Maas  
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2009 Board of Directors 
 

Ryan Maas   President 

620 Ronalds St. 

Iowa City, IA  52245 

(319) 621-6940 

maas_ryan@yahoo.com 

 

Steve Veysey  Secretary  

919 Murray Drive 

Ames IA 50010 

(515) 232-4635 

sveysey@iastate.edu 

 

Brad Mullin  Treasurer 

P.O. Box 8145 

Cedar Rapids, IA  52408 

(319) 396-1314 

mullinb1427@yahoo.com 

 

Ron Sutphin Director 

2009 69th St. 

Des Moines, IA 50322 

(515) 276-9079 

suepaints@aol.com 

 

Gary Woerdehoff  Director 

2945 Brueck Rd.  

Dubuque, IA  52001 

(563) 556-4369 

gwoerdehof@aol.com 

 

Faith Ballard Director 

1827 34th St. 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

(309) 786-5646 

Faithballard2000@mchsi.com 

 

John Miller Director 

1890 Wood St. 

Dubuque, IA 52001 

(563) 556-2269 

dbqflyfisher@mchsi.com 

 

HFFA Webpage: http://www.hawkeyeflyfishing.com 

Directory 

The Flyline is the official publication of the Hawkeye Fly 

Fishing Association. It is published in January, March, May, 

July, September and November. The HFFA is a chapter of the 

Federation of the Fly Fishers. 

 

Articles may be submitted as an MS Word or text file. Typed, 

printed orclearly handwritten articles are also accepted. Photos 

can be prints or can be submitted digitally and saved with a 

resolution of ideally 300 dpi and a size of 6x8 inches. The 

deadline for each issue is the first day of the month prior to 

publication. 

 

Send all materials to: 

C/O Brad Mullin 

P.O. Box 8145 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52408 

 (319) 396-1314 

mullinb1427@yahoo.com 

July  2009 
 

July 16: Iowa City Fly Fishers 
Outing: 7 - 9 p.m. 

Manchester Trout Hatchery 

July 18:Central Iowa Fly Fishers 
Meeting: 9 a.m. 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

517 SW Des Moines St. Ankeny, IA 

July 19: Quad Cities Chapter 
Meeting: 6 p.m. 

Riverdale Fire Station 

110 Manor Drive  Riverdale, IA 

 

August 2009 
August 2: Quad Cities Chapter 

Meeting: 6 p.m. 

Riverdale Fire Station 

110 Manor Drive  Riverdale, IA 

August 15:Central Iowa Fly Fishers 
Meeting: 9 a.m. 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

517 SW Des Moines St. Ankeny, IA 

 
August 16: Dubuque Fly Fishers 

Annual Pot Luck: 3 p.m. 

Don and Holly Cox’s Residence  

August 20: Iowa City Fly Fishers 
Outing: 7 - 9 p.m. 

Maquoketa River: Below Delhi Dam  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar  Of  Events 

Need  More Information? 

Cedar Rapids Fly Fishers: 

Lance Zook 
 319-364-1221or l.a.zook@mchsi.com 

Central Iowa Fly Fishers: 

Dale Sanders  
515-964-5066 or dsanders@netins.net 

Dubuque Fly Fish 

Don Cox  
608-748-4559 or nodcox@yousq.net 

Iowa City Chapter: 

Don Lund  
319-683-2864 or  donald-lund@uiowa.edu 

Quad Cities Chapter: 
Fred Genung 
309-236-5684 or fgenung@mchsi.com 

 

http://www.hawkeyeflyfishing.com
mailto:nodcox@yousq.net
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HFFA Board Meeting Minutes - April 25, 2009 
 

The meeting commenced at 1:00PM in the Gazebo at the Manchester hatchery.  Present were Ryan 

Maas (RM), president, Brad Mullin (BM), treasurer, Steve Veysey (SV), secretary, and Ron Sutphin 

(RS), director. The president presented an agenda with the following items: 

  

 1. Treasurer's report.  BM reported that there is $8777.40 in the checking account.  BM presented a writ-

ten financial report for the 2009 annual meeting.  Discussion and Board review was deferred. 

  

 2. Video library update.  Steve Perry is coordinating the program.  The majority of the library is in DVD 

format, but there are approximately 26 VHS tapes.  The current handling fee is not sufficient to cover mailing costs 

for the VHS tapes.  Because of the limited number of requests so far this year, the Board is taking no action at this 

time to raise mailing fees for tapes. 

  

 3. 2010 Annual meeting update. The venue in Cedar Rapids has been set and the committee is close to 

finalizing speakers, but a contract has not yet been signed. 

  

 4. 2011 Annual meeting update.  A show committee has been formed for the meeting in the Des Moines 

area, with Steve Veysey as show chair. A preliminary investigation of venues and speakers has just begun.  The 

2011 committee will stay in touch with the 2010 committee to share ideas and information. 

  

 5. The vice-president position remains vacant.  A strategy for identifying candidates was discussed.  The 

secretary will prepare a list of all current and recent officers of the local chapters.  This represents a reasonable, but 

not exclusive, pool from which the Board can work to select a V.P. 

  

 6. Discussion / action re: conservation grant applications.  (1) A sponsorship request of $500 for the 

Iowa Rivers Revival conference to be held in Webster City on May 2 was previously awarded by the president 

using funds from the 2009 conservation block grant approved at the 02/21/09 board meeting.  HFFA will be listed 

as a sponsor and will have a display booth at the conference.  (2) A request from the Indian Creek Nature Center to 

fund painting a floor mural related to watershed importance was withdrawn due to technical difficulties with the 

project. The request may be resubmitted in the future. 

  

 7. Environmental Update. 

 (1) Status of anti-degradation / Outstanding Iowa waters list legislation and rule-making process.  Steve 

presented an overview, followed by discussion.  Two motions were presented.  Moved by SV., seconded by RM.: 

"The initial OIW list should be taken just from the initial list of 46 streams that have gone through the public com-

ment process.  A pared down list would be supported, but it MUST include the best-of-the-best.  Other deserving 

streams not on the original list of 46 should wait, so that we can get the entire anti-degradation package passed 

without further delay."  Motioned passed unanimously. 

Moved by SV., seconded by RM:"A letter shall be sent to Director Leopold expressing our concern with "the bad 

list", and specifically listing at least ten streams that have gone through the public comment process, with justifica-

tion, that we feel must be included on the initial OIW list."  Motion passed unanimously.  All Board members will 

be contacted by e-mail and asked to submit a list of their personal "top ten" trout streams.  A final list will then be 

prepared to be included in the letter to Director Leopold.  This must be done quickly. 

 (2) The federal Clean Water Reauthorization Act was discussed.  This national legislation would clarify 

that the Act is meant to cover small headwater streams and wetlands that have recently been left unprotected as a 

result of court rulings. 

 (3) Other state rules and legislation that could have an impact on water quality were briefly discussed. 

 (4) It is unlikely that there will be a coldwater snapshot in 2009.  At the moment DNR does not have 

funding for snapshot lab tests.  Steve expressed the continuing concern that use of Iowater data does not seem to be 

integrated into the regulatory functions and permit programs of DNR.  Further information might be available after 

an Iowater meeting today (April 25). 

 (5) Ryan presented information about MN DNR Stream Health and Restoration workshops. 

  

 8. Conservation projects. There was a discussion about the lack of requests from DNR over the past two 

years for conservation funds from HFFA.  See item (4) below identified for future discussion.  
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 9. The purchase of two additional LCD projectors was discussed.  The estimated cost would be about 

$500 each.  Moved by RM., seconded by SV. "Two additional LCD projectors will be purchased, one to be shared 

by the Iowa City / Cedar Rapids / Dubuque groups, use to be coordinated by the head of the Cedar Rapids group; 

one to be located with the Central Iowa group, use to be coordinated by the head of CIFF."  Motion passed unani-

mously.  Brad will conduct the purchase.  It was noted that HFFA had already purchased a unit for the Quad Cites 

group.  It was also noted that discounted pricing might be available through Tech Soup.  See item 12. 

  

 10. Workshops and staffing.  There was a discussion of the Take a Kid Outdoors program.  Brad is coor-

dinating volunteers.  A request had been received to conduct a demonstration in Jefferson County, near Fairfield.  

Ryan will attempt to find local HFFA volunteers based upon our membership list for the area.  There was a discus-

sion of Echo MPR casting outfits.  These allow casting demonstrations and practice in restricted space and are in-

expensive at less than $40 per unit. Moved by RM seconded by RS. "Two Echo MPR's will be purchased; one will 

be kept with each of the current groups of HFFA casting outfits." Motion passed unanimously.  Ron led a discus-

sion of the Great Outdoors Youth Program.  This is a national multi-faceted outdoor youth program.  CIFF has 

been asked to help with the fly-fishing part. There have been some delays in getting the Iowa program off the 

ground.  Ron is monitoring the situation and will keep the Board informed. 

  

 11. Tech Soup non-profit donation program.  Steve presented information. This is a national program 

consolidating and administering philanthropic donations from many leading computer and software companies.  

HFFA is registered and approved to apply for heavily discounted hardware and software through this program.  

Moved by SV and seconded by RS.: "The Board authorizes the president to initially spend up to $500 on Tech 

Soup products, based upon recommendations from Board members and after reaching e-mail consensus of Board 

members."  Motion passed unanimously.  It was discussed that in the future Tech Soup purchase proposals will 

normally be submitted in advance for review at the next Board meeting. 

  

 12. Outreach to delinquent members. Brad presented a list of approximately 130 members who have not 

renewed their membership for some time, but until recently have been receiving the Flyline.  A letter will be 

drafted to be sent by Ryan to these previous members discussing the value of HFFA and asking them to renew 

their membership. 

  

 13. Sustainable Funding Coalition.  A request to join the Iowa Water and Land Legacy (previously SFC) 

was briefly discussed and then tabled until the Board could review documents and information recently received.  

The Coalition is focused toward mobilizing Iowans to support the constitutional amendment establishing the Natu-

ral Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. 

  

 14. Discussion of access and easements. The current status of state efforts was discussed.  A motion was 

introduced by R.M. and seconded by B.M. Motion: [Ryan will e-mail me the exact wording].  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

  

 15. Discussion regarding current brown trout regulations. Tabled until the next board meeting.  See 

future discussion item (3) below. 

 

Items identified for future discussion: 

(1) Review of membership categories and sponsorship levels. 

(2) Web updates and additional functionality. 

(3) Strategic Planning retreat related to issues surrounding trout angling in Iowa, specifically stream quality, ac-

cess, and regulations.  Other invited participants could be TU, INHF, DNR and key legislators. 

(4) Renewed and expanded list of potential project partners for HFFA's conservation grant program. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30PM. 

 

Steve Veysey, Secretary 
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HFFA WORKDAY: APRIL 25, 2009 

The Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association’s April 25th 

workday at the Manchester Trout Hatchery can be de-

scribed by two words: wet and cold. Earlier morning 

rains led to bank hide assembly in one of the Iowa De-

partment of Natural Resource’s garages. The close quar-

ters did not deter the effort to build 33 bank hides for 

use in Iowa’s trout streams. Many of the structures are 

to be used to repair and improve sections of water dam-

aged by last year’s flood. Thanks to all those that braved 

the conditions and attended the workday. 

Participants: 

Ryan Maas 

Don Lund 

Steve Perry 

Jack Werling 

Peter Vail 

Steve Veysey 

Joe Kleiss 

Gary Arner 

Gary Kruse 

Nate Hopkins 

John Gillenwater 

Dave Unsen 

Alex Peterson 

Dan Peterson 

Jeff Moore 

Dick Mullin 

Sharon Mullin 

Byron Bohnen 

Frank Cicciarelli 

Brad Mullin 
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Take a Kid Outdoors is non-profit group based out of Fayette 

County that encourages  youth participation and enjoyment of 

all types of outdoor activites. The HFFA held a learn to fly fish 

event on May 2, 2009. Participants learned about aquatic ani-

mals, with a sampling taken by Ryan Maas from nearby Otter 

Creek. Everyone got a chance to tie their own fly with the help 

of Kate Lodge, Gary Arner, and Garylee Thurm using the 

HFFA fly tying kits. A small pond served as the venue for 

learning to fly cast from the experts Marc Nichols, Doug Edel, 

and Mike Beall. Mike was even able to have one student catch 

two fish with a fly that they had tied earlier that day. Once 

again, Dick and Sharon Mullin were able to satisfied a  hungry 

crowd. Thanks to all those who helped out to make this a fun 

event. 

Volunteers 

Marc Nichols 

Garylee Thurm 

Kate Lodge 

Gary Arner  

Ryan Maas 

Doug Edel 

Mike Beall 

Dick Mullin  

Sharon Mullin 

Brad Mullin 

TAKE A KID OUTDOORS: 

MAY 2, 2009 



 

    The Flyline                                                                            Page  8                                                                       July /August  2009  
 

The annual HFFA Bluegill Outing was 

held at Lacey-Keosaqua State Park in 

Van Buren County. There were a pleth-

ora of fishing opportunities and great 

campground. However,  the weather con-

ditions were less than ideal, consistent 

rain and wind made fishing a challenge. 

But so brave souls, Steve Anderson, Dan 

and Alex Peterson were able to fish 

through a driving rainstorm on Friday. 

Others visited the nearby attractions that 

the county had to offer. The rain did let 

up in time for the pot luck on Saturday 

afternoon. With plenty of fish filets, side 

dishes, and deserts no one left with an 

empty stomach.  

Participants: 

Frank Juarez 

John and Cheryl Channon 

Rob Kirtley 

Jack Werling 

Doug Nauman 

Randy Richmond 

Dick Mullin 

Dan Peterson 

Alex Peterson 

Brad Mullin 

2009 Bluegill Outing  
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I 
n May 2009, one of Iowa’s privately owned trout streams became no longer available for public 

fishing. Silver Creek, located in Allamakee County, will no longer be a put and take fishery for 

the Iowa Department of Natural Resources. The loss of public access for fishing is a possibility 

for several of Iowa’s trout streams. The IDNR is working diligently to secure permanent angler 

access easements of many fisheries that are located a private property across the state. Unfortunately, Silver 

Creek had no such easement. A recent transfer of property ownership led to the end of public access.  Other 

trout fisheries that may face similar fate include: Hickory, Wexford, South Cedar, Bear, Brush, West Canoe, 

Glovers, Turtle,  and Mink creeks. All are located on private property and the current landowners allow public 

fishing on sections.  

In 2009, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources secured permanent angler access easements on 

Mink Creek. Located in Fayette County, Mink Creek lies between Elgin and Wadena. It is a tributary of the 

Volga River. A put and take fishery, the creek is not stocked in June, July, or August due water temperatures.  

Habitat improvement projects were completed on private land this year and the landowners donated two per-

manent angler access easements. The designation of “permanent” means the easement will run with the land. 

In the future, if ownership of the land changes, it will remain open to public fishing regardless of the current 

owner’s opinion. The easement is designed to allow the Department of Natural Resources to stock Mink Creek 

with trout; to effectively manage the stream as a trout fishery; and to post signs in order to delineate authorized 

public use. The public will have the right to enter the property from along the county road and approach the 

stream by foot. In the future, more permanent easements for fishing will be obtained. The IDNR is progressing 

to obtain more permanent angler access easements. In the meantime, remember to be respectful of private land 

and close gates, pick up litter, and obey signage. In addition,  Karen Osterkamp, Iowa Department of Depart-

ment Fisheries Supervisors of Northeast Iowa, recommends that “the next time you head out to your favorite  
 

Public Fishing Easements: From Silver to Gold 

trout stream take the extra effort to meet the land-

owner. A simple thank you can go a long way to 

continue the partnerships that are so valuable to 

Iowa's trout fishing." - Brad Mullin  

Habitat improvements and acquired easements 

Mink Creek 

County Rd. 

W51 

Bighorn Rd. 
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 HFFA WORKDAY:            SNY MAGILL CREEK  

JUNE            13, 2009 
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On June 13th, members of HFFA , with cooperation of the Decorah 

Trout Hatchery, helped build bank hides for an upcoming project of 

Sny Magill Creek in Clayton County. 29 hides were manufactured 

with the help of the Oak Brook Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Oak 

Brook Chapter serves TU members in south & western suburbs of 

Chicago and much of Cook.Du Page, Kane, Will, Kendall, LaSalle, 

and Kankakee counties.  The group took break from its Boy Scout 

High Adventure Fly Fishing Camp to teach the scouts about aquatic 

conservation and bank hide construction. The large group made the 

assembly go quick and fun.  Thanks to Greg Prosen for the great pic-

 HFFA WORKDAY:            SNY MAGILL CREEK  

JUNE            13, 2009 
Volunteers: 

HFFA 

Gary Arner 

Justin Arner 

Dan Peterson 

Jeff Moore 

Ryan Maas 

Dick Mullin 

Kate Lodge 

Oak Brook Chapter 

of Trout Unlimited 

Frank Zbylski 

Matt Anderson 

Andy Lewen 

Curt Cecchi 

Greg Prosen 

Ed Michael 

Bill Johnston 

Mitch Johnston 

Arnie Loder 

RJ Sanchez 

David Sanchez 

Chris Andersen 

Laura Anderson  

IDNR  

Bill Kalishek 
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On our first morning 

in Platoro we awoke to 

the sound of water 

dripping off the roof 

of our cabin.  Peeking 

out the window of our 

room I saw light rain 

coming down from a 

gloomy, overcast sky.  

The day was begin-

ning as predicted, but 

not as we had hoped. 

     During breakfast in 

the main lodge, we got 

the chance to talk with 

the local handyman, 

Enis, who, in his 

younger days, had 

done a great deal of 

hiking, hunting and 

fishing in the area.  I tried to get information from him about how far it was from our selected trailhead in to 

the Adams Fork. “Oh, it’s not too far. The best fishing is at the big meadow,” he said.  “How far is that?” I 

asked. “Not too far,” he answered.  His responses were the same as what we received any time we asked locals 

about driving or hiking distances in this area.  I also wanted to get his take on the weather for the rest of the 

day. “If it is in by 7, it is out by 11,” was his response.  As it turned out, one of his answers was right, and the 

other proved way wrong. 

     Ward, who was having some trouble adjusting to the altitude, decided to sit this adventure out since none of 

us knew how long or difficult of a hike awaited us. Doug and I got all of our necessary gear ready and loaded 

into my car.  We were accompanied by the light rain that had been falling all morning as we left the cabin and 

made our way to the trail for the Adams Fork.   

     The hunting guide had told us that there would be just a small parking area, large enough for only two or 

three vehicles. He had also stated that the trail was unmarked and was essentially just a cow path.  He was 

right. 

     As we strung our rods, and pulled on the waders, we noticed that the rain had let up and was now only a 

light mist.  The sky, though still heavily overcast, was showing signs that the sun was beginning to have some 

effect.  Maybe we would not have to fish in the rain after all. 

     The hike into the stream was a short one, much shorter than I had anticipated.  The stream also appeared 

much smaller than it was a couple miles downstream where it flowed into the Platoro Reservoir.  We got on 

the stream and started making our way up-stream, looking for the “big meadow” that Enis had told us about.   

      

PICKING POCKETS AT 

12,OOO FEET  
-Mike Jacobs 
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As we worked our way up-

stream, we found very little 

water capable of holding 

fish, and the trail that we 

had been on had disap-

peared.  The ravine that this 

stream flowed through was 

getting tighter, steeper, and 

deeper.  We had to thread 

our rods and our bodies 

through the small spaces 

between the trees, and as we 

continued upstream we still 

were not seeing any pools 

capable of holding fish of 

any size.  We decided that it 

was time to abort this effort, 

make our way back to the 

car, and regroup.  

     Now we had to decide 

whether to go back down-

stream, through the maze of 

trees and downed timber 

that we had just come 

through, or to climb the side 

of the ravine and make our 

way back to the access road 

and our car. The sides of the 

ravine appeared steep 

enough that even a moun-

tain goat might have had 

second thoughts about 

climbing, but that is the op-

tion we decided to go with. 

     We carefully worked our 

way up the side of the ravine, taking full advantage of any small trees that we could get a hand or foot hold on.  

Even though the total distance from the bottom of the ravine to the top was only about 150 yards, it seemed 

like a mile for two old, over-the-hill flatlanders like us. 

     Back at the car we got the Forest Service map out, laid it on the hood of the car, and tried to figure out what 

we had done wrong.  It was soon apparent to us what had happened; we had mistaken a tributary of the Adams 

Fork for the creek itself. 

     It was now about 11:00 and time for Doug’s first lunch of the day (he usually has 2 or 3 lunches).  And, just 

as Enis had predicted, the overcast skies, rain and drizzle we had been dealing with all morning was breaking 

up. We could see patches of blue in the sky above us, with more on the way. We each ate a sandwich and a 

couple cookies, grabbed a full bottle of water, and were on the trail again.  

Photo: Mike Jacobs 
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     This time, we found the right trail. The trail parallels the Adams Fork (although the trail is about a quarter 

mile above the stream) for nearly ten miles, deep into the South San Juan Wilderness.  We weren’t planning 

to hike in nearly that far.  Our goal, after talking to Enis, was to get to the meadow where the big fish were.  

After all, “It’s not too far.”  

     We hiked in about three miles, and around each bend in the trail we expected to see the big meadow. 

Every time we were disappointed to find only more trail ahead of us.  From our vantage point high above the 

stream, we had seen beautiful riffles, runs, and small pools.  To this point, we had passed by all of them.  

     Finally, we both decided that we had hiked in as far as we were going to.  It was time to forget the 

meadow and just drop down to the stream.  We needed to do some fishing. We found a spot that was not as 

steep as the surrounding area and that is where we decided to get off the trail and make our descent to the 

stream.  Even at this spot most of the distance to the stream was extremely steep.  We had to dig the heels of 

our wading shoes into the rocks and dirt, lean back so that our rear ends were about a foot from the hillside, 

and shuffle our way down.  With one misstep we would likely be going head over heels all the way to the 

bottom of the hill. 

     The Adams Fork is a classic freestone stream.  It is not a large stream, comparable in size to Iowa’s Wa-

terloo Creek.  It does carry more water than your typical Iowa trout stream, and it has a much higher gradi-

ent. Rocks ranging in size from gravel to Volkswagon size boulders provide excellent habitat for the Rio 

Grande Cutthroat Trout. 

    There is plenty of aquatic insect life in the stream, and at this time of year there is a good population of 

grasshoppers along the stream as well.  We saw midges, caddis and mayflies in the air above the stream, but 

Doug and I both decided to use bigger flies that we could easily tie on and then see on the surface of the 

stream.  I started out with a #6 Stimulator as my lead fly and a #18 Black Zebra Midge dropper.  The two 

flies were separated by about a foot of 5X tippet.  

Adams Fork Trail 

FR 247 
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Photo: Mike Jacobs 

     In the first pool that we fished, I raised a nice fish from the bottom, but at the last moment, he refused the 

fly and left me frustrated.  We worked our way upstream and I cast my flies into a nice riffle/run.  I got a 

strike, set the hook and got to play the fish for a few seconds before he threw the fly.   

     A short distance upstream I spotted a nice little run below a riffle and I instructed Doug where he should 

cast his fly.  He hit the spot and was rewarded with a nice Rio Grande Cutt, our first official fish of the day.  

This occasion called for a time out in our fishing, long enough to take some pictures of the fish and the happy 

fisherman. Neither of us had seen Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout before and we were struck by the beauty of the 

fish.  Like all Cutthroat, these fish have the bright red slash at their throat.  They also have a patch of bright red 

on their gill plates that mixes with orange over the upper half of the body of the fish.  Black spots are widely 

scattered over the front two thirds of the fish’s body, but beginning directly above the anal fin the black spots 

are more heavily concentrated and more distinct.  This heavy black spotting pattern continues through the end 

of the tail.  All of the different types of Cutthroat trout I have caught over the years are handsome in their own 

way, but the Rio Grande and Greenback Cutthroat trout stand above the rest in my mind. 

     Now, the pressure was on me to hook and land a fish.  In the trout rich environment of the Adams Fork, it 

didn’t take me long at all.  I cast to a small run, the water rushing through it only a few inches deeper than the 

water on either side.  A nice fish attacked the Stimulator and I instinctively set the hook.  The bend in my fly 

rod and the splashy fight of the fish confirmed that the hook had found its mark. 

     After a brief fight, I netted the fish.  Even though I had set the hook when I saw the fish take the Stimulator, 

the fish was actually hooked on the Zebra midge dropper.  (This same thing happened to me a half dozen more 

times before the end of our fishing day, and I still do not know why.)   

 

 

Adams Fork Trail Head:GPS: N37 ° 19.115/ W106°35.711 
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     I handed my 

camera to 

Doug and he 

returned my 

earlier favor by 

shooting pic-

tures of me 

with my first 

Rio Grande 

Cutthroat.  All 

of the effort we 

put into getting 

to this stream 

had paid off for 

us in the first 

half hour of 

fishing. 

     The size of 

the stream and 

the structure 

dictated that 

we alternate 

turns fishing as 

we moved up-

stream.  One of us would fish until we caught a fish, then it was the other guy’s turn. This stream is pocket wa-

ter fishing in the truest sense and as we cautiously worked our way upstream, we scanned the water ahead of 

us and ran our flies over every spot that looked like it could hold a fish.  We were “picking pockets,” legally, 

and enjoying every minute of it. 

     Small pools and deeper runs provided the most excitement for us.  Many times we were able to spot fish in 

these pools and runs, and we could then get into position to make the best presentation.  If we did our part 

right, the fly would land on the water, without drag. The fish would see the fly, drift over to intercept it, and 

casually sip it in.  There were other times that the fly no sooner hit the water and it would be attacked from all 

sides by several different fish.  This type of fishing continued for us the entire three hours we were on the Ad-

ams Fork. 

     Late in the afternoon we noticed that the blue sky, which had prevailed while we were fishing, was giving 

way again to threatening clouds.  We knew that we had a steep climb and a three mile hike ahead of us to get 

back to the car, so we broke the rods down and began our climb back up to the trail.   

     Puffing deeply, we finally reached the trail again.  This kind of exertion called for a rest along the trail, 

some water to drink, and lunch #2 for the day. 

     Soon, we hit the trail again, this time headed out of the wilderness and back to the car. Along the way, we 

met four Elk hunters who were headed into the wilderness.  Two of the first three hunters were walking their 

horses along the trail. The third was riding his horse and carrying his rifle. 

     A quarter of a mile farther along the trail we met the fourth hunter.  He was walking in, carrying a huge 

backpack.  We stopped and talked with him for a short time.  He indicated that this was his first Elk hunt, and 

he had told the other guys ahead of him that he wanted the full Elk hunting experience of hiking in and carry-

ing the 60 lb. backpack. It didn’t look like much fun to us.  We asked where they were headed. He said they 

were going in to the big meadow. “How far is that?” we asked.  “Five miles,” was his reply. 

     “It’s not too far.” 

Photo: Mike Jacobs 



      HFFA VIDEO LIBRARY 
DVD-1: Best, AK: Blue Wing Olives 

DVD-2: Best, AK: Caddis & Midges 

DVD-3: Best, AK: Callibaetis & Green Drakes 
DVD-4: Best, AK: Nymphs 

DVD-5: Best, AK: Freshwater Streamers 

DVD-6: Best, AK: Terrestrials 

DVD-7: Big Horn River Trout: Fly Fishing Video Magazine Vol. 26 
DVD-8: Borger, Gary: Designing Flies with Hair Hackles 

DVD-9: Borger, Gary: Designing Flies with Stiff Hackles 

DVD-10: Borger, Gary: Designing Flies with Soft Hackles 

DVD-11: Borger, Gary:  Designing Flies with Feather Dubbing 
DVD-12: Carp On the Flats: Fly Fishing Video Magazine Vol. 57 

DVD-13: Clemens, Dale: Building Your Own Rod 

DVD-14: Dahlberg, Larry: Fly Fishing for Pike                     

DVD-15: Dahlberg, Larry:  Panfish &Bass 
DVD-16: Dennis, Jack: Fly Tying Basics 

DVD-17: Dennis, Jack: Learning to Fly Fish 

DVD-18: Dennis, Jack: Western Trout Flies 

DVD-19: Ellis, Jack: Trout Tactics for Panfish 
DVD-20: Fly Fishing Made Easy: Featuring Bass, Panfish, and Trout 

  (3M) 

DVD-21: Fly Fishing for Pike (3M) 

DVD-22: Fly Fishing for Trout with Gary Borger  (3M) 
DVD-23: Tying Trout Flies (3M) 

DVD-24: Smith, Thomas and Barry Reynolds: Fly Rodders Guide to 

 Pike  

DVD-25: Gunnison River: Fly Fishing Video Magazine Vol. 31 
DVD-26: HFFA Club Tape 1985 Workday/Meeting 

DVD-27: Hafele, Rick: Anatomy of a Stream 

DVD-28: Helm, Chris: Hooked on Fly Tying: Spinning Deer Hair 

DVD-29: Helm, Chris: Hair Trout Flies 
DVD-30: Humphreys, Joe: Nymphing Strategies 

DVD-31: Jorgenson, Paul: Jorgenson on Fly Tying: Vol. 1 

DVD-32: Jorgenson, Paul: Jorgenson on Fly Tying: Vol. 2 
DVD-33: Krieger, Mel: Essence of Casting Vol. 1 

DVD-34: Krieger, Mel: Essence of Casting Vol. 2 

DVD-35: The Tying Techniques of Bob Clouser and Lefty Kreh Vol. 1 

DVD-36: The Tying Techniques of Bob Clouser and Lefty Kreh Vol. 2 
DVD-37: LaFontaine, Gary: Caddis Flies 

DVD-38: LaFontaine, Gary: Originals Vol.1 

DVD-39: LaFontaine, Gary: Originals Vol. 2 

DVD-40: Lasha, Paul: Mastering the Midge 
DVD-41: Marts, Bill: Lake Fishing: Techniques for Large Trout 

DVD-42: Murray, Harry:  Fly Fishing for Smallmouths 

DVD-43: Sheep Minnow Series 

DVD-44: Newman, Bob: Hooked on Fly Tying: Effective Chironomid    
   Patterns 

DVD-45: Jack Dennis’ Tying Salt Water Flies with Jimmy Nix Vol. 1  

DVD-46: Jack Dennis’ Tying Salt Water Flies with Jimmy Nix Vol. 2 

DVD-47:  Rosborough, E. H. “Polly”: Tying Fuzzy Nymphs  

DVD-48:  Michigan Salmon and Steelhead Flies 

DVD-49:  Sherer. Bill:  Musky Fly Fishing 

DVD-50: Sherer, Bill: Musky, Pike,and Bass Flies 

DVD-51:  Matuka Sculpin 

DVD-52: Swisher, Doug: Advanced Fly Casting with Doug Swisher 

DVD-53:Talleur, Dick: Hook on Fly Tying: Learning to Tie Flies:  

    Step 1 
DVD-54: Talleur, Dick: Hook on Fly Tying: Learning to Tie Flies:   

    Step 2 

DVD-55: Talleur, Dick: Atlantic Salmon Flies 

DVD-56: Talleur, Dick: Classic Streamers 
DVD- 57: Talleur, Dick: Classic Wet Flies and Nymphs 

DVD-58: Teeny, Jim: Basic Nymphing 

DVD-59: Trout Unlimited: The Way of the Trout 

DVD-60: Whitlock, Dave: L.L. Bean: Introduction to Fly Fishing 
DVD- 61: Whitlock, Dave: Fly Fishing for Bass: From Top to Bottom 

DVD-62: Whitlock, Dave: Originals Vol.1: Dave’s and Whit’s Hoppers 

DVD-63: Whitlock, Dave: Originals Vol.2: Matuka Sculpin 

DVD- 64: Whitlock, Dave: Originals Vol.3: Red Fox Squirrel Nymph 
DVD-65: Whitlock, Dave: Originals Vol.4: Sheep Minnow Series 

DVD-66:  KWWL: French Creek News Clip  

 

VHS-2. Big Horn: Borger, Gary 
VHS-3. Borger, Gary: FF Trout  

VHS-4. Borger, Gary: Dry Fly Trout  

VHS-5. Borger, Gary: Nymphing  

VHS-6. Borger, Gary: Tying Trout Flies  
VHS-9. Swisher, Doug: Strategies  

VHS-10. Swisher, Doug: Advanced Strategies  

VHS-11. Swisher, Doug: Hatch Simulators  

VHS-12. Swisher, Doug: Attractor Flies 
VHS-43.Borger, Gary: Trout in Stillwater  

VHS-52. Borger, Gary: The Midge  

VHS-53. Borger, Gary: Crustaceans & Snails  

VHS-54. Borger, Gary: Damsels & Dragons 
VHS-56. Borger, Gary: Skills of Fly Fishing 

VHS-59. Kreh, Lefty: Saltwater Fly Tying  

VHS-63. Kreh, Lefty: Flycasting 
VHS-64. Borger, Gary: Where The Trout Are  

VHS-77. Harrop, Jean: Tying With Turkey  

VHS-81. LaFontaine, Gary: Successful Fly Fishing Vol.1  

VHS-82. LaFontaine, Gary:Successful Fly Fishing Vol.2 
VHS-136. Humphreys, Joe: Dry Fly Tactics in Tight Brush  

ONLY MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING MAY CHECK OUT ITEMS 

         CIRCLE ITEMS WANTED AND SEND WITH $4 (DVD) or $5 (VHS)  FOR POSTAGE TO : 

STEVE PERRY 

625 1ST ST SE 

MASON CITY IA 50401-4167 

 

I ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE DVDS/TAPES THAT I AM BORROWING. I ALSO AGREE TO RETURN THE 

DVDS/TAPES WITHIN 2 WEEKS OR FORFEIT FUTURE PRIVILEGES: 

 

SIGNATURE______________________________      DATE ___________ E-MAIL:_____________________________________ 
 2DVD/2WEEK LIMIT(CATCH & RELEASE)  

MAKE CHCEKS PAYABLE TO STEVE PERRY 

CALL OR E-MAIL FOR AVAILABILITY  641-423-7655 or steve.perry1@mchsi.com 

mailto:steve.perry1@mchsi.com
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FLYLINE CLASSIFIEDS 

 

 

  
For Sale: Sage SP Fly rod 

Model 480-3    

  8 ft. 4 wt. 3 pc. Excellent 

condition.  Never fished. 

$350  515-465-2359 
 

Lee Schulteis 

15621 L Ave 

Perry, IA   50220  

515-465-2359 

woodwork@net.ins.net 

 

 
Women! Pee Standing up 

with P-MATE 

Incredible new disposable 

feminine hygiene product 
allows women to avoid nasty 

porta-potties. Great for when 

you¹re miles from relief.No 

more squatting behind a tree 
or over the side of a boat.A 

must while hiking, camping or 

fishing. Biodegradable 

5 pack $5.95  FREE SHIP-
PING 

1-800-247-681 

www.p-mate.net 

$1 per pack to be donated to 

HFFA. 

 

 
30 Years of Flylines For 

Sale. 

We have scanned all of the 

issues and saved them to CD 
and DVD. We have the Num-

ber 1 issue right up to the 

most recent. Here is your 

chance to read all about the 
HFFA and its history. Each 

set includes three CDs or 

one DVD. Each issue has 

been digitally scanned and 
saved in the Adobe PDF for-

mat. Any computer with a CD 

or DVD drive can read the 

images. Be sure to order the 
appropriate format for your 

computer. Unlike television, 

when these run out, we will 

print some more! The $25 
cost covers shipping too. Or-

der through 

Nate Hopkins 

(319) 338-8262 

nathan.hopkins@ 

mchsi.com 

 

 

 
The Rod Shop, Inc. 

Custom Handcrafted rods for 

the angler that demands 

unique top quality attractive 

fishing rods. Uncompromising 

attention to detail and 

craftsmanship. Visit our Inter-

net store to find fishing acces-
sories and 

other fishing related merchan-

dise. 

Clyde Alho 

224 Mistwood Lane 

North Aurora, IL 60542 

(630) 897-2897 

www.therodshop.biz 

 

 

 

 
 

Fly Fish Ireland 

Take an unusual fishing vaca-

tion. Fish for wild Atlantic 
salmon in the 

free-flowing rivers of County 

Donegal, Ireland. We also 

have native  brown trout in 
our Donegal Highland 

Loughs. Most fisherman bring 

spouses, and 

we have lots of things for 
them to do too. 

Breslin¹s Donegal Holidays, 

LLC 

www.jxbreslin.com 

grzlyhkl@jxbreslin.com 

U.S. Phone (815) 488-0989 

1700 Champlain St. 

Ottawa, IL 61350 

 

 

 

 
Trout Unlimited: North 

Bear Chapter  

Meetings will be on the sec-

ond Tuesday of each month at 
Felix and Oscar’s Pub 

(Just North of Merle Haye Mall) 

Des Moines, IA . 

Brett Lorenzen- President 

president@tu-northbear.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TROUT BUM: Headquar-

ters and Jumping-off Spot 

for S.E. Minnesota. 
Contact us for local area con-

ditions. 

River Valley Fly Shop 

406 W. Water Street 

Decorah, IA 52101 

(319) 382-4103 

decorahhatchery@ 

gmail.com 
 

 

 

Submitting An Add? 

 

Email Your Brief Classified 

Ad to 

mullinb1427@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Hatch¹s Fly Tying Supplies 
Now a dealer for Dave 

Scadden Pontoon Boats 

and Made 2 Fly Fly Tying 

Work Stations 
Daiichi Hooks, Ewing Feath-

erbirds, Hareline Dubbing, 

Spirit River, 

HobbsFethers, DT Enterprises 
³Bug Box² as well as E-Z 

Shape Sparkle Body 

Phone Order 

Monday-Friday 4 p.m. - 10 
p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday 10 a.m. - 

4 p.m. 

Scott Sickau (515) 432-6026 

iaflytyer200 

@yahoo.com 

Note: Hours and policies are 

subject change without no-

tice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUPER SAVER 

 OPPORTUNITY 
SCOTT.  9 ft. 3 pc. 8wt. rod 

with fighting butt. Used only 

3 times  

HARDY MARQUIS #7 reel 
with extra spool. Reel has SA 

MASTERY 8 wt. bass taper 

line. A great setup for 

BIG fish. Sell as a package. 
$365 obo. 

   

Dean Elder     

kande@marshallnet.com 

641-752-4840 

 

 
Bill Sherer¹s We Tie It 

Fly Shop & Guide Service 

Jumping off spot for Sylvania 

Wilderness and a whole lot 

more! Full 
Service fly shop featuring 

flies, fly tying supplies, float 

tube & tube accessories 

sales; G Loomis and St. Croix 
dealer; information and guide 

service for smallmouth, large-

mouth, northerns, walleye, 

muskie and trout. Now taking 
reservations for 2009! 

Bill Sherer 

P.O. Box 516 

Boulder Jct., WI 

(715) 385-0171 

wetieit@centurytel.net 

http://www.wetieit.com 

 

 

 

All classifieds are free to 

paid HFFA members, but 

may be shortened due to 

space. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://us.f522.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=woodwork@net.ins.net
http://www.p-mate.net
http://us.mc522.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=kande@marshallnet.com
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FLYLINE CLASSIFIEDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale 
Fly Tying vises: HMH, Dyna-

King, Peak engineering, Dan 

Vise, Nor-Vise, Anvil,and 

Regal. Also selling the new 
Day light lamp plus Bill Skil-

ton  products, Jay Fair, Seal 

Sub, Arizona Synthetics, Wil-

lies Sparkling material. All 
Griffin, Dr.  Slick tools and 

the new easy thread bobbin, 

TMC, Targus and DaiRiki 

hooks plus many other materi-
als. 

Garylee Thurm 

Jig and Fly Shop 

(319) 279-3219 

flytying4U@ 

hotmail.com 
 

 

Quality Fly Tying Materials 

Featuring Mustad and Tiemco 

hooks, Whiting and Metz 

necks and saddles. Vises from 
Thompson, Anvil, Griffin and 

HMH, plus all the other great 

items 
you have come to expect from 

my catalog. Excellent service! 

Don¹t forget my free fly tying 

classes in Cedar Rapids.  

Mike Jacobs 

Hawkeye Fly Tyer 

104 West Burroughs St. 

Monticello, IA 52310 

(319) 465-4704 

Bus. (319) 465-5574 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midwest Fly Fishing 

Published six times a year, 

Midwest Fly Fishing focuses 

exclusively on 
The Midwest flyfishing ex-

perience warmwater and cold-

water fly fishing  strategies 

and tactics, fly tying, destina-
tions, conservation reporting, 

gear and tackle reviews. To 

subscribe send $18 for one 

year or $35 for two years to: 

Midwest Fly Fishing 

4030 Zenith Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55410 

mwfly@mwfly.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 250 New and Used 

Rods and Reels For Sale. 

I live near Lake McBride and 
ship worldwide. My web link 

to my list of sale items is 

www.tradenstuff.com 

(319)624-3390 

David Dietzel 

trader@ 

tradenstuff.com 

 

 

 

 

Your Eastern Iowa Head-

quarters 

For the finest in fly fishing:  

Fisher, Fenwick, St. Croix, 
Abel,Scientific Anglers, Lam-

son, Martin, Dyna-King, 

Thomson, Buck¹s Bags, 

ForceFins, Hodgman waders, 
Danner boots, Stream Design 

& Columbia vests, Wapsifly 

tying materials, Metz, Brodin 

nets, Barbour! If we don¹t 
have it,we¹ll get it! Will meet 

catalog price (no freight!) 

FIN & FEATHER 

943 S. Riverside Dr. 

Iowa City 

(319) 354-2200 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walnut or Walnut/ash 

Landing Nets    

Jim Maxted 

      501 Springfield Dr.    

Marshalltown, IA 50158    

 $25.00 

 (641)752- 4179 

(515) 520- 7739 

     mjmxted@netscape.net 

 

 

HFFA Club Merchandise 

Show your pride in being an 

HFFA member and get some 

great 
buys 

on Ripple foam fly boxes, 

fishing hats and clothing. Just 

received HFFA pinks in two 
different styles. You saw the 

new HFFA name tags at the 

Annual Meeting.Order yours 

today! 

Nate Hopkins 

(319) 338-8262 

nathan.hopkins@ 

mchsi.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upper Iowa Resort & 

Rental 
A 29-acre private campground 

located on the banks of the 

Upper Iowa River, just off 

Highway 76 and within five 

miles of five trout streams. 

Primitive camping and full 

hookup sites available. Large, 

modern shower 
facilities. 

578 Lonnings Drive 

Dorchester, IA 52140 

(319) 568-3263 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Rod Clearance 
Great deals on rods! 

Choose from: 
 

9' 5 weight 2 piece 

9'  6 weight 4 piece 

$40 each or 2 for $75 
 

Rods feature: Dark Claret 

Graphite Blank, Metal Up-

lock Seat, Cork Handle 
Ideal for beginners, panfish, 

smallmouth or trout! 

  
Contact: Mike Hogue, 

Badger Creek 

Fly Tying, 

622 W. Dryden Road, 

Freeville, NY 13068. 

607-347-4946, 

www.eflytyer.com or 

email: Mike@eflytyer.com 

 

 

 

 
Kayaks for Sale 

12’ Eddyline Sandpiper,  

excellent condition. Comes 

with paddle and pump. 

Weighs approx. 36# 
$895.00. 

12’ Current Design Kestrel, 

also in excellent condition. 
Comes with pump and cockpit 

half skirt. Weighs approx 40#. 

$925.00 

Dave Rosset 

2505 40th Place 

Des Moines, IA 50310 

515-971-9898 

dave_rosset@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

http://www.tradenstuff.com
http://us.mc522.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mjmxted@netscape.net
http://www.eflytyer.com
mailto:Mike@eflytyer.com
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