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I’d like to first congratulate the

Iowa City chapter of the HFFA for

putting on another great show. The

speakers really connected with the

crowd and the tiers seemed to always

have a crowd around their tying sta-

tions. I had a chance to talk with most,

if not all, of the vendors, and they

were having a good time and, I hope,

a profitable show.

As fate would have it, while fishing on

Tuesday, we ran into Mike Birming-

ham on Big Spring Creek in Wisconsin.

He is from the State Hygienic Labora-

tory, located in Coralville, IA. His dis-

play of invertebrates and fishes of

Iowa was very interesting. If you didn’t

get a chance to see the display, look

for it at the next annual HFFA meeting

and show.

By far, the best part of the show is

getting to visit with friends and meet

new friends. The HFFA club is truly a

large family. We all have a common

interest and many common goals. Like

a family reunion once a year, the show

is how we stay connected.

I’m really looking forward to working

as your president for the next two

years. This is a time when the ecosys-

tems that affect the streams of Iowa

are under continued threat. As society

becomes more urban and the number

of mentors becomes smaller, we all

are going to have to step up to the

plate and do our share if not a little

more than our share. I hope to lead

the HFFA through the next two years

by example and with strong encour-

agement. Together we can make a

difference. That’s difficult to do as an

individual, but each individual effort

when combined can help to make

positive changes in the fishing and

water quality in Iowa.

The most exciting part of the show

(for me) was a meeting on Friday af-

ternoon between individuals from the

three chapters of Trout Unlimited and

the HFFA. All three of the fisheries

leaders from the Iowa DNR were also

there. The group is trying to get an

effort off the ground that will fund

stream improvements, easements,

and improvements to Iowa’s water

quality. We are just in the planning

stage, but it is the most exciting effort

that I have been associated with since

I began championing for the environ-

ment in the mid-‘70s.

With my “concrete-sequential” mind, I

have decided that the four board

meetings should be about three

months apart.  Keying off of the HFFA

annual meeting, that puts the board

meetings on the third weekend of

May, August, and November. There

are several positives about that sched-

ule.

The next board meeting will fall on

the Bluegill Outing at Lake Wapello. If

you haven’t been to a Bluegill Outing,

try to make this one. I know that May

can be busy with graduations, wed-

dings, and family ties, but the Bluegill

Outing can really be a family affair.

Let’s get our children and grandchil-

dren involved with fishing and the

outdoors. Put it on your calendar now.

by John Carl Miller, HFFA President



SAVE THE DATE!!!!
April 22 HFFA-Iowa DNR Workday

9:00am-noon, Manchester Trout Hatchery
*Building bankhides for fish habitat*
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Information by Region

Cedar Rapids Fly Fishers
Lance Zook

l.a.zook@mchsi.com

Central Iowa Fly Fishers
Larry Murphy

lmurphy498@aol.com

Dubuque Fly Fishers
CJ Klenske

klink17@mchsi.com

Iowa City Chapter
Ryan Maas

maas_ryan@yahoo.com

Quad Cities Chapter
Larry Thompson

larthompson@earthlink.net

Event Calendar
March 11-12: River City Outdoor Show
QCHFFA fly tying booth, 9:00am-3:00pm
Muscatine Mall, Muscatine, IA

March 13: Dubuque Fly Fishers
Meeting/ Mike Jacobs presentation: 7:00pm
Swiss Valley Nature Center
13606 Swiss Valley Rd., Dubuque, IA

March 17-19: Great Waters Fly Fishing
Show. Presenters include Jeff Currier and
Dave Whitlock
(greatwatersflyexpo.com) St. Paul, MN

Mar 18: Central Iowa Fly Fishers
Meeting: 9:00am
Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart Church
510 E. 1st St., Ankeny, IA

March 19: Quad Cities Chapter
Meeting: 6:00pm
Riverdale Fire Station, Riverdale
110 Manor Dr., Riverdale, IA

Mar 21: Project Healing Waters
Des Moines VA Hospital, Des Moines
Contact: Dale Sanders (iaflyfisher@q.com)

Mar 25: Spring Creeks TU Rendezvous
Eagles Club, Monticello, Iowa
Contact Nate Hopkins: 319-338-8262

Mar 27: Dubuque Fly Fishers
7:00pm, Fly Tying with Mike Jacobs
Swiss Valley Nature Center, Dubuque

Mar 31-Apr 2: TU National Upper Midwest
Regional Meeting. Dubuque, IA
For more information:
www.tu.org/connect/events

APRIL 2017

Apr 2: Quad Cities Chapter
Meeting: 6:00pm
Riverdale Fire Station, Riverdale

Apr 4: Project Healing Waters
Des Moines VA Hospital, Des Moines
Contact: Dale Sanders (iaflyfisher@q.com)

Apr 6: Trout Unlimited Driftless Chapter
Meeting: 7:00pm
Lower Level of T-Bocks, Decorah

Apr 8: IA Driftless TU Stream Cleanup Day
9:00am-noon. Snow date: April 15
N&S Bears, Waterloo, French & Patterson
Creeks. (Meet at campground, 1280 Quandahl
Rd., 1 mile east of Highlandville)
Contact: steve.perry1@mchsi.com or
641-423-7655

Apr 10: DFF Casting Clinic
7:00pm
Swiss Valley Nature Center
For more information:
www.dubuqueflyfishers.org

Apr 13: Trout Unlimited North Bear Chapter
Meeting: 6:30pm
Felix & Oscars, Des Moines

Apr 15: Central Iowa Fly Fishers
Meeting: 9:00am
Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart Church

Apr 18: Project Healing Waters
Des Moines VA Hospital, Des Moines
Contact: Dale Sanders (iaflyfisher@q.com)

Apr 22: HFFA-Iowa DNR Workday
Time to build bankhides!
9:00am-noon
Manchester Trout Hatchery
22693 205th Ave., Manchester, IA

Apr 23: Quad Cities Chapter
Meeting: 6:00pm
Riverdale Fire Station, Riverdale

Apr 24: Dubuque Fly Fishers
7:00pm, Fly Tying with Mike Jacobs
Swiss Valley Nature Center, Dubuque

Apr 29: Trout Stream Conservation Banquet
5-9:00pm. Driftless TU annual fundraiser
Winneshiek Co. Fairgrounds, Decorah, Iowa
Contact Theresa Shay: 563-379-6103 or
visit iadriftless.org

Apr 29: Xstream Cleanup
8:00am-noon. Rain date: May 6
Lost Grove Lake, Lincoln, Iowa
Six miles N. of Davenport on Utica Ridge Rd

MAY 2017

May 2: Project Healing Waters
Des Moines VA Hospital, Des Moines
Contact: Dale Sanders (iaflyfisher@q.com)

May 4: Trout Unlimited Driftless Chapter
Meeting: 7:00pm
Lower Level of T-Bocks, Decorah

May 7: Quad Cities Chapter
Meeting: 6:00pm
Riverdale Fire Station, Riverdale

May 8: Dubuque Fly Fishers Brat Roast
Time: 5:30pm
Swiss Valley Nature Center

May 11: TU North Bear Chapter
Meeting: 6:30pm
Felix & Oscars, Des Moines

May 13: K&K Casting Clinic
10:00am-3:00pm
Middle Park Lagoon, Bettendorf
Sign up at K&K Hardware

May 16: Project Healing Waters
Des Moines VA Hospital, Des Moines
Contact: Dale Sanders (iaflyfisher@q.com)

May 19-21: HFFA Annual Bluegill Outing
Lake Wapello near Drakesville, IA
Potluck, noon Saturday. Come camping!
Bring/share a boat or fish from shore.
All are welcome!
May 20: HFFA Board of Directors Meeting
1:30pm -- after the potluck
Lake Wapello at Bluegill Outing
For details: HFFA President John Miller,
dbqflyfisher@mchsi.com

May 20: Central Iowa Fly Fishers
Meeting: 9:00am
Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart Church

May 21: Quad Cities Chapter
Meeting: 6:00pm
Riverdale Fire Station, Riverdale

JUNE 2017

June 6: Project Healing Waters
Des Moines VA Hospital, Des Moines
Contact: Dale Sanders (iaflyfisher@q.com)

June 11: Quad Cities Chapter
Meeting: 6:00pm
Riverdale Fire Station

June 20: Project Healing Waters
Des Moines VA Hospital, Des Moines
Contact: Dale Sanders (iaflyfisher@q.com)

JULY 2017

July 10-14: Project AWARE – Cleanup
60-mile cleanup on upper Cedar River
Volunteer registrations postmarked June 16
Contact: Lynette Seigley 319-351-9393 or
www.iowadnr.gov/aware
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HFFA  Business Report
December and February Board of Directors Meetings by Dave Jones, HFFA Secretary

December 10, 2016, Franklin Hotel, Strawberry Point, Iowa

Meeting called to order by President Kate Lodge at 9:00 AM
Attendees: Kate Lodge, CJ Klenske, John Miller, John Channon, Cheryl Channon, Ron Stahlberg, Dave Oliver, Dave Collins, Dave Jones

Meeting Minutes
Motion made, seconded and approved by the board, to accept the minutes of the August 20, 2016, board meeting.

Financial Report
General discussions were held regarding the financial results from October 1, 2015, through September 30, 2016. The board did discuss the club
membership report provided by Brad M. Membership revenue has been trending downward since 2010. The board discussed the need for a
membership committee to address declining membership. Dave C. and Ron S. will prepare a membership interest questionnaire to be circulated at
the February Annual Show.

Old Business
Ron S. reported on planning efforts for Annual Show to be held in Iowa City, February 17-18-19, 2017. Show information has been posted on the
HFFA website and Facebook page.
Discussions were held regarding HFFA officer and board elections for 2017.

New Business
The board authorized Kate Lodge, as president, to prepare a letter supporting the Ames North River Valley Low Head Dam Improvement project.
Board discussions were held regarding 2016 award recipients to be recognized during the 2017 Annual Show.
Dave Collins spoke about potential marketing efforts to attract female fly anglers as new members. There were 7,117 Iowa trout stamps sold this
past year to women. John M. motioned, CJ K. seconded, and the board authorized Kate Lodge to prepare letters of invitation to the 2017 Annual Show,
to be sent to 1,000 female trout stamp holders as prospective HFFA members.

Motion was made and seconded to adjourn. Motion passed unanimously at 10:10 AM.
Submitted by Dave Jones, December 10, 2016

February 18, 2017, Clarion Highlander Hotel, Iowa City, Iowa

Meeting called to order by President John Miller at 1:00 PM
Attendees: Kate Lodge, CJ Klenske, John Miller, Dave Oliver, Brad Mullin, Don Otto, Dave Jones

New Business
Motion made by CJ Klenske, seconded by Dave Oliver, to approve the 2017 Conservation and Education block grant budget for $5,000. John Miller,
as President, was authorized to approve individual grant request with input from board members.

Motion passed unanimously.
Submitted by Dave Jones, February 18, 2017

Moved Recently?
Don’t forget to tell the HFFA!  Help us

reduce wasted postage & keep our

membership list up to date.  Send all

change of address information to the

email address below.

Submit or Change Ads?

All ads are free & may be submitted by

paid HFFA members.  Ads may be

shortened due to space requirements.

Email brief ad submissions or your ad

changes to Don at:

Hawkeyeflyfisher@gmail.com

or call 641-230-1468



Doc and his lovely wife Terri had a nice cabin on Diamond Lake near Cable, Wisconsin.  On several

occasions Don would take a friend and make the trek up north to fish the Flambeau and

Chippewa Rivers with Doc.  The species fished for were mainly bass, both smallmouth and

largemouth with the slight possibility of a musky.

Don called me one day and asked if I would like to join him for the 7 hour trip to the cabin and stay

for three nights and fish.  My answer was "When do we leave?"

Dates and times were set and I met Don at his house.  With our pontoons, fly rods, assortment of bass flies, and food loaded,

we headed north.  It is amazing how fast the time can fly driving that far with a good friend and a lot of conversation.

We elected not to stop for pies at Norski Nook  Bakery in Atkins.  The only time Don had stopped there previously he recalled

buying two pies and being charged $93.00!  The explanation was that the special plates the pies were baked in were costly

and exchangeable at the time of the next purchase for a cheaper price!

We arrived mid afternoon and got our gear arranged.  Next was a nice meal prepared by Doc and Terri.  Don and I had

brought fresh sweet corn, tomatoes, and melons from Finzels in Dubuque.  The meal was outstanding.  Doc and Terry were

lovely hosts.

After eating, Doc, Don and I went fishing out on Diamond Lake in Docs boat.  The three of us fly casting went quite well.

They are great at casting and put up with me in some ways.  Some bass, pan fish and great conversation made for a great

night on the water.  We returned to the cabin after dark and off to bed.

The next morning, after breakfast, we headed for the Chippewa with a trailer in tow carrying three pontoons and two vehicles.

One vehicle to be left at the take-out spot and the other to take us and the pontoons to the input location.  We told Terri we

should be home by about 6:00 figuring it was about a 6 hour float. We should be on the water by about 9:30.  That left plenty

of wiggle room.

The Chippewa is a river with white-water rapids that canoeists love to run.  With our pontoons they are quite tranquil.  Below

each set of rapids is a pool or eddy that usually holds some fish.  We should catch numerous smallmouth and hopefully have

an encounter with a musky.  The rivers are filled with large rock the entire stretch we traveled.

About two hours into the float I heard Doc screaming.   "Marlin, I need your help! Come quick!"

I left my spot by crossing the channel and up toward the eddy he was fishing.  Doc hollered, "Marlin, I lost an oar to my

pontoon!  Watch for it floating down stream."

 I watched and watched and watched.  No oar.  They are hollow aluminum with plastic parts.  They will float right below the

surface in the water column, barely showing up and then sink after the tube fills with water.  After a considerable search, no

luck.  Doc would now have to continue the float with one oar and the two fins on his feet.  The fins are to position the pontoon

at a spot you wish to fish and the oars are for moving from spot to spot.

The lack of the oar slowed down Doc quite a bit.  We caught bass, had a few encounters with musky.  But our 6:00 return

Three       Strikes and You’re Out!
by Marlin DeWeerdt
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1st Place Winning Essay - 2017 HFFA Fly Fishing Show

(no Four)

(Continued page 8)
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Sunny Chumb by Scott Nordby

www.hawkeyeflyfishing.com

Tales From the Vise

Panfish, especially large sunfish, are a prime target for the lakes of the upper Midwest. I have developed and tested many
patterns throughout the years, but none have been as successful as my Sunny Chumb. This fly was developed to be a fly

version of the popular panfish bait, the Berkley Honey Worm. It’s such a great grub for hook and bobber fishing, that I needed
a fly version of this bait. Red is my favorite, but Chartreuse and Black work well also.

Sunny Chumb
Hook: Mustad 3366 size 8 (or Gami B10S)
Thread: 6/0 thread – I match the thread color to the body (or black)
Eyes: Black Bead chain, size small
Tail: 4 strands of fine round rubber. I cut this 1-1/4” long. Fold it over the
thread and catch it in right behind the eyes. As you wind to the back, tie the
rubber in on top of the hook shank, all the way to the back pulling the rubber
back as tight as you can. Secure it in good
and release the rubber. It will suck against
the thread wraps fanning out.
Rib: Micro Polar Chenille
Body/Head: Ultra Chenille. Wrap from the
back and figure 8 between the eyes. Tie off
in front of the eyes then rib the body.

Step-by-step PDF available on the Fly Chucker
blog at www.flychucker.blogspot.com.

There are two particular parts to this
fly that I think make it irresistible to
the panfish. The first is the big game
changer in the development of a lot
of my flies, and that is the Fanned
Rubber Tail. This is something that I
came up with in the early ‘90s after
finding some pink rubber to replace
the traditional marabou tail on my
crappie jig and flies. The second part
is a material called Micro Polar Che-
nille. This is what really gives this fly
its buggy appearance. It is a small
and short cactus-type chenille that
creates a spiky-looking body and I
think really sealed the deal to make
it as effective as it is.

Bluegill Outing 2017
Lake Wapello

The Bluegill Outing will be held at Lake Wapello near Drakesville, IA

May 19, 20, 21

The Bluegill outing will be at Lake Wapello this year. We have had it there in the past and people liked it

because the campground is right on the lake and you can leave your boat tied up. Lake Wapello has gone

through a major renovation and the campgrounds have seen improvements also.   They have cabins for

those of you that do not want to rough it. The Rangers said people are catching a lot of nice size Bluegills

and we should see some 10”-10 1/2” fish this spring. So bring a covered dish for the Saturday noon pot

luck and your Black Bead Eyed Leaches and come join the fun.

If you want to make cabin reservations the phone number for Lake Wapello is

641-722-3371
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(Continued page 10)

How long have you been an HFFA member?  I wish I knew.

I do remember the first meeting I went to was in Waterloo,

and Mike Lawson was the main guy. Also, Mike Jacobs and his

partner at the time were still tying and selling flies. I'm

thinking it had to be in the ‘70s. I probably joined the year or

next after I went to the first meeting.

Family? I have two children and six grandchildren.

Occupation? I've been retired since 2003. Previously, I

worked for Deere and gave them 37 years.  In the early Deere

years, I also worked a part-time job doing drainage tile.   I

guess I'm a workaholic. The busier I am the better I like it.

Hometown? I'm from Readlyn, located half way between

Oelwein and Waverly on Highway 3. It’s a place of 867

friendly people and one old grump. I was that guy in 2013

and enjoyed the heck out of it. It has certain criteria with the

job: attend parades, be involved with community goings-on,

and also write an article for our monthly paper. I enjoyed

doing it.

When did you begin to fly fish? I guess it would have had

to be in late ‘70s or early ‘80s. I guess I have my wife to

thank. She had taken a casting class from Vic Gibson, and

she’d asked me to take her somewhere she could catch

some bluegills. She was doing her casting thing, and I said

that sure looks like a dumb way to fish. After thinking about

it, I thought, “Now that may not be too bad,” and look what

I've got now.

Why did you join HFFA? I wanted to learn more about fly

fishing and meet more fly fishermen.   I used to be in the

tiers’ room. One year one of the Dubuque guys came to me

and said he heard that I have a lot of stuff and they’d like me

to be a vendor at the show.  I tried it and I’m still doing it,

but it won't be forever as I'm not a youngster.  My theory is

if I don't have what you are looking for, you don't need it,

and I have something that will work in place of it.

What is your home water?    I guess it would have to be

considered the streams from Strawberry Point to West Union.

What is your favorite species to fly fish for? It definitely

has to be panfish, especially bluegill.  The problem is not a

lot of choice in our local area.

What is your most memorable fly fishing experience?  It

has to be the first club Boundary Water fishing trip that Mick

McVey organized. My partner and I had never had any canoe

experience, so it was interesting at best. The excitement

came when I thought I caught the biggest smallmouth bass

in Canada, and here it was  a 9 pound Northern that we

landed and boated. It’s quite interesting with a lunker like

that flopping in the bottom of the canoe.   One of the

funniest experiences on that trip was to see one of these

guys in a float tube hook a Northern and get towed around

the bay.

What are your other hobbies? Woodworking, with scroll

sawing being the specialty. I also do small furniture projects.

What fishing magazines do you subscribe to?

Fly Fisherman, Fly Tyer, and Fly Fishing & Tying Journal.

What’s your favorite fly? A Jon’s Generic or a Woolly Roy,

although I tend to be a little stingy with it because it’s

devastating to the fish population, especially the meat hunt-

ers. It’s basically just a bead head nymph.

Getting to know your fellow HFFA member:  Garylee Thurm

Member Profile
H

F
F
A
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Essay continued…

turned into 8:30.  We decided Terri deserved a nice dinner out.  We headed for a supper club and treated her like the queen

she is.

Next morning we went to Docs garage trying to find another oar, but, no luck.  Docs positive response was, "I got along

yesterday with one oar, I can do it today also with one oar and the two fins on my feet."

"OK Doc," Don said and off we went to the Flambeau.

This float is very similar to the Chippewa.  Small mouth and musky present.  On the water by 9:30, all is well until about noon

when I hear Doc scream," Marlin, I need your help! Come quick!"

As I get closer Doc informs me that this time he has lost one of the fins on his feet.  Now he has one oar and only one fin.

The fins will float but, like an oar, just beneath the surface.  No luck finding it again.  He is in trouble.  We have a long way

to go.

Don is quite a ways ahead of us.  I contact him by walkie-talkie.  Solution – He will keep going to find the take out car, fishing

his way.  I will give my fins to Doc and continue with my oars only.  That seems reasonable and on we go.  Catching fish and

enjoying the beautiful day.  Doc even spotted a small herd of elk that the Wisconsin DNR had released in hopes of

establishing a viable hunting group.

About an hour later Don radios that he has found the take out car, since Doc is slow, I should get the keys from him and

come ahead to go get the other vehicle.

I hollered up to Doc, "Doc, I need the keys to the car.  I will go ahead and then Don and I will get the other vehicle."

When I got up to Doc he said "Now, don't drop the keys in the river when I try to give them to you!"

"Don't worry Doc, I won't touch them, it is up to you!" I said to Doc.  I held open the pocket of my life-vest and Doc placed

the keys in it.  I closed the velcro flap and was on my way.  Fishing my way down to the take-out vehicle.

In two days of floating we never saw another human being.  Nice wild country.  At one time a 40+ inch musky floated right

under the surface next to my pontoon like he was comparing his size to the size of my pontoon.  Talk about a big ego!   After

about 10 seconds he was gone in a flash!

When I arrived at the takeout I pulled up to shore, headed for the car, but, to my disdain, Doc had given me the wrong set

of car keys.  He actually had the keys to both vehicles and had given me the wrong ones.

Now what?  Suddenly a vehicle with a young man and his 10 year old son arrived to fish for musky.  I persuaded him to take

me to get the other car.  He was very nice and did so without question.  Upon returning from the 30 mile round trip I gave

him $25 for his effort.  He did not want it, but, reluctantly took it when I told him to get some fishing gear for his son.

Now the wait.  Doc showed up about an hour later.  I told him, "Doc, you struck out on this trip!"

"What do you mean?" was his response.

"Yesterday you lost on oar, strike one!  Today you lost a fin, Strike Two!  Then you gave us the wrong set of keys for the

car, Strike Three!  You're out!" I said.



 9The Flyline  March-May 2017 Issue

Don Otto, an HFFA member for 8 years, has graciously stepped up to fill the role as The Flyline newsletter editor. Much

like I was blessed with, our incoming editor would also like to invite other members to help out with the production of

the newsletter. Please contact him if you are interested! Don’s main intent is to take our newsletter into the digital age.

As of the June-August issue, a print version of the newsletter will no longer be delivered to HFFA member homes. Despite

this change, Don wants to ensure that all members continue to receive every issue of the newsletter. More details on this

change to a digital format are in the works, and members will be updated. I believe that in the first digital issue of the

newsletter, Don will also formally introduce himself to members and share his goals as newsletter editor.

There are many reasons to update to the digital format. One of the greatest advantages HFFA members can appreciate is the

cost savings! In the HFFA 2015 Fiscal Summary Report, it was reported that postage and printing costs of $3,540 were

incurred to produce and distribute 4 newsletters. What other conservation and education opportunities can HFFA provide for

our waterways and to others with the availability of these funds?  In addition, I am certain Don will appreciate not being

restricted to laying out either 12- or 16-page newsletters. Many lower-resolution photos (think cell phone) can be used in a

digital newsletter. Plus, the photos will be in color! And don’t forget timeliness. At the click of a button, the editor will have

Newsletter and Editor Changes

the digital newsletter immediately avail-

able to members. Turnaround times of 8

to 14 days to print and mail the newslet-

ter to members will be a thing of the past.

It has been a pleasure to serve as your

Flyline newsletter editor these previous

two years. Please continue to express to

Don the same appreciation and kudos

you gave to me. While I enjoyed many

aspects of creating each newsletter, your

gratitude was the best reward I could

receive.

by Lisa Davis

HFFA Notice!!!
This is the last printed version

of The Flyline.

The June version will be sent

by email.

Send your email to

Hawkeyeflyfisher@gmail.com

If you have no email services

please contact:

Don Otto, incoming Editor

641-230-1468

We intend to make sure all

members receive every issue.
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by Larry MurphyFly Tying Competition at 2017 Iowa State Fair

Flies for Angling and Art

T he Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association will again be sponsoring the Fly Tying competition at this year's Iowa State Fair.
The competition is supported by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and the Iowa State Fair.  The goal is to

provide an opportunity for the public to view the art of fly tying and to promote fly fishing in Iowa.

This year's fair will be held from August 10th through the 20th.  The fly tying display will be in the DNR Building on the
Fairgrounds during the fair.  The judging is tentatively scheduled for Friday, August 11th at 3:00 p.m.

Fly entries need to be received at the Fair Administration post box by
July 31st. 2017.

There are three divisions
· Adult division is for anyone 17 years of age and older.
· Junior division is for anyone 16 years and younger.
· Expert division for tiers who have sold flies.

There are four categories for each division.  The categories are the following:

· Dry Fly
· Wet Fly/Soft Hackle/Nymph
· Streamers
· Open Class

You may enter in each of the categories, but only one fly for each category.

You must be an Iowa resident or a member of Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association to enter. If you have ever tied flies
commercially or sold the flies that you have tied, you must enter the Expert Division. If you won a blue ribbon for
one of the categories last year, you are not permitted to enter the same category this year.

The Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association will provide judges for the competition.  Ribbons will be given for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
place winners.  Each fly will be judged in its category.  In our contest, a panel of judges will chose the places in each
category and division.  The visitors to the state fair will see the flies displayed in the DNR Building

No flies smaller than size #18.

Flies must be sent to the Iowa State Fair Administration Office, P.O. Box 57130, Des Moines, IA 50317 and received by
July 31, 2017.  Each fly entered must have the Fly Tiers name, address, telephone number, name of the fly, division

What’s your favorite fly fishing book?

As far as books to read, I like John

Gierach.  For pattern books, I would say

the first one I grab is a Randall Kauf-

mann, although I have others as good

or better.

What do you like about HFFA?  There

a lot of helpful people if you are having

problems with anything. You also are

able to stay updated on stream im-

provements.

Profile continued…
HFFA – Iowa DNR Workday

HFFA and IDNR are holding a workday at the Manchester Trout Hatchery,

22693 205th Avenue, Saturday, April 22, 2017, from 9 a.m. to noon.   The

DNR has used up their supply of bank hides and needs our help with

constructing more. Bank hides are just one of the types of apparatus used in

restoring a stream bank. In addition to helping stabilize a bank, they also

offer cover and protection for trout.

There is an opportunity for everyone to help, and all are welcome!

P.S. Most of us go fishing afterward.

by Kate Lodge
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by Kate LodgeIowa Women’s (Fly) Fishing Group

The Rise of Women in Fly Fishing

If you attended the 2017 HFFA Show in Iowa City and felt that the makeup of the attendees had changed somewhat,

you were correct.  A higher percentage of women were in attendance compared to previous years.

Letters went to 2,899 of the 7,117 Iowa women trout stamp holders in 13 counties surrounding Iowa City. Several women

contacted us that they could not attend the show but wished to be kept in the loop for future activities

.

In the invitation, the show was promoted as being a place to find a connection for women’s fishing gatherings, as well

as fishing, conservation, and educational opportunities for all.  Each woman who attended could get a couple of free

tickets for women’s bucket raffles if they wished to sign up to be contacted for these gatherings. Otherwise, tickets could

be purchased. Patagonia donated waders and boots, Simms donated waders, and a pack was contributed by Fishpond.

Very high-end winnings!

The first meeting was already held on February 22, 2017.  A dozen women met at Bass Pro Shops in Altoona, Iowa. All

are eager to hit the water. A second meeting was held on March 15 at the Bondurant, Iowa, library at 7 p.m., and a fishing

outing is in the works.

It was decided that due to interest at the Iowa City show, that two Iowa groups are needed for now. We are looking for a

time and location to meet in the Iowa City/Cedar Rapids area for a second group.  Fishing outings would be a combination

of both groups.

Todd  Brusven, a longtime HFFA

member from Charlotte, IA, won the

2017 HFFA show’s grand prize raf-

fle. Todd won a Sage X 597-4 rod,

WF5 line, a Sage 4650 reel, and

Dacron backing, all valued at $1300.

Winners of the women’s bucket raffles were: Willa Campbell, left (Fishpond pack), Ashton
Reding (Patagonia waders and wading boots), and Marlene Huston (Simms waders). Willa
is also the new HFFA Director-at-Large and is playing a key role in the Iowa women’s fly
fishing initiative.

Membership in Hawkeye Fly Fishing Associ-

ation and Trout Unlimited is encouraged to

show support for educational and conserva-

tion efforts. Financial support is also being

provided by both Trout Unlimited and HFFA

to get the groups started.

Keep an eye on the HFFA Facebook page for

updates on meeting dates and locations.

This is a new adventure for Iowa, and plans

are still in the works!

Grand Prize Rod Outfit
Raffle Winner“HFFA deeply appreciates the support of Sage, the

2017 Annual Show Platinum Sponsor, and the gen-
erous donations of our 2017 Gold Sponsors: Patago-
nia, Ed Lash/PS22 Bass Bugs, and Stuart & Marian
Maas. Look for a complete list of sponsors and
other 2017 Annual Show information in the next
issue of The . Thank you to EVERYONE who
contributed to this year’s success!”

Thanks to the Show Sponsors
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Lori-Ann Murphy, fly fishing guide and co-founder of
Reel Women Fly Fishing Adventures, was one of two
featured presenters at the show. Other than presenta-
tions, Murphy also held women’s discussion groups
and a casting clinic. Murphy is shown speaking during
the club’s banquet.

During this year’s fly fishing show, Iowa City-region HFFA members tailored

programs and speaker choices to put on a show that could attract everyone:

women and men, including young adults, and children. At a time when many fly

fishing clubs are made up primarily of seasoned adult men, one frequently hears

members question how they can attract more young people to the clubs, the

waterways, and ultimately to fly fishing and conservation. As evidenced by the

audience makeup this year, HFFA made a few good steps toward broadening

interest in the club and all things fly fishing. Congratulations!!

HFFA 2017 Fly Fishing Show
Shorts-clad young men, children, and many others attend the 43rd annual fly fishing show held February in Iowa City.

Author and fly fisher Bob Trevis gives
a presentation at the show (above).
An example of size 32 flies up for
silent auction at the show (below).

Three examples above depict Jay Fishy Fullum, one of two featured presenters at the show, giving tying
demos to kids and adults. Fishy also talked about unique materials he uses to tie flies.



13The Flyline  March-May 2017 Issue

Framed art of a pike, created from Goose Island bottle caps by Mark Johnston, sold
after enthusiastic bidding for it ended at $300 during the live auction at Saturday
night’s banquet (above). Guest fly tier, Scott Nordby, speaks enthusiastically about
fly tying with visitors to the show (left).

Kate Lodge inherits Charlene from Ray Thys.
Charlene’s egg allegedly held Kate’s name.

Visitors crowd the vending room at the show.

Children enjoy looking at examples of fish, often
found in healthy freshwater, Iowa streams, that
were on display at the State Hygienic Lab’s booth
during the show (above).

During the show’s banquet, Mara Maas (above) walks a Fishy Fullum print through the crowd during the live
auction. The happy auction winner anteed up $425 but also left with Fishy’s offer to fish at his pond.

Lori-Ann Murphy talks about fly fishing in Belize (above). HFFA
member Tom Hoskins (left) sells his handmade nets at the show.

Photos and article by By Lisa Davis
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Ryan Maas has been active in HFFA

for many years, serving in almost

every capacity.  He has organized a

group to tie flies and help teach fly

casting skills to close to 350 youth at

the Iowa County Outdoor Adventure.

He maintains the HFFA website and

keeps track of a wide range of HFFA

activities. One of those is fundraising

for HFFA by partnering with the DNR for the last three years

for the Iowa non-resident deer tag auction. The 2016 tag

sold for $9,879.46, giving the DNR $5,051 with HFFA add-

ing $4,828.46 to its coffers.

Larry Thompson has been involved

with many conservation projects over

the years. He has been a member of

the Scott County Conservation Board

and has coordinated many events with

them and other organizations, includ-

ing HFFA. A few examples would be

keeping HFFA in the line-up for

Xstream Cleanup, family fishing days

at Vander Veer Park, and educational

fly fishing and tying programs in the Quad Cities and sur-

rounding communities.

For years, he has done weekly water quality testing on one of

the Quad Cities major recreation areas, Duck Creek. He has

been relentless in identifying pollution sources, such as old

trailer parks whose raw sewage empties directly into the

creek.

Larry has also been on board for 30 years with the DNR on the

formation of Lost Grove Lake. He has spear-headed the

building of fish habitat while the lake was being built. Larry

and Pat Tray are also working with many organizations in the

surrounding area to form a Friends of Lost Grove Lake to help

ensure that the public’s use of the park and lake remain a

first-rate experience.

Kyle Anderson is relatively new to HFFA. He took on the role

of President of the Dubuque Fly Fish-

ers, and the “old guard” have high

praise for his leadership.  He works

to be highly informed and has kept

the group up-to-date on HFFA and

other activities and concerns at each

of the meetings.  He has also agreed

to join the HFFA Board of Directors

to serve as Vice President.

HFFA Award Recipients Honored at 2017 Show Banquet

Outstanding Member - Kyle Anderson

Outstanding Member - Ryan Maas

by Kate Lodge

Conservation Award - Larry Thompson

President’s Award - Lisa Davis

The President’s Award goes to one of

my greatest helpers during my two

terms as President of HFFA. Lisa Davis

took on the role of Flyline Editor and

set up a strict schedule of deadlines to

have the newsletter out to the mem-

bership in a timely manner. She also

used that timeline to keep me and

others on track to get information she

required to not only make it timely,

but diverse in content. She found several members from

around the state who were pleased to contribute each quarter

to make her job that of an editor of a newsletter, not the

author. We have lost a little tying time and a few fishing days

over the last couple of years due to our responsibilities, and

I am looking forward to putting a few more of those outings

on the calendar in the coming year.

After two years as HFFA President, Kate Lodge stepped down and was
honored at the show’s banquet by newly-elected President, John Miller.
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New Guidebook for Minnesota
Bob Trevis had his new book,“Fly-Fishing for Trout
in Southeast Minnesota”, at the HFFA Show.  If you
didn’t pick up a copy - but would like his “Trout-
chaser’s Guide” to exploring trout streams north
of the border, check out www.troutchasers.net.

(The book is NOT on Amazon.)

The Rod Shop, Inc.
Custom Handcrafted rods for the angler that de-
mands unique top quality attractive fishing rods.
Uncompromising attention to craftsmanship and
detail. Visit our Internet store to find fishing ac-
cessories and other fishing-related merchandise.

Clyde Alho
224 Mistwood Lane

North Aurora, IL 60542 630-897-2897
www.therodshop.biz

Belly Boat for Sale
Never been used. Pristine condition!

Asking $175 or best offer. Shipping extra.
SALE

Quality hand-crafted trout nets made by an HFFA
member.  Nets range in length from 21” - 29” and
are available in various woods and hoop configu-
rations.  Contact me directly or visit my shop at

Etsy.com (HoskinsNets).

Tom Hoskins

1519 14th St.
Bettendorf, IA 52722

563-370-6404
HoskinsNets@gmail.com

For Sale
Allen Trout II Fly Reel in like-new condition with

reel pouch and box. Gunmetal color.
$90.00 + shipping.

Pictures available upon request.
Dave Rosset - daverosset49@gmail.com -

515.971.9898

TROUT UNLIMITED - NORTH BEAR CHAPTER
Meetings held second Thursday of month
 September – May, starting at 6:30 pm.

Felix and Oscars Pub
4050 Merle Hay Road, Des Moines, IA

Website: tu-northbear.org
Michael Chilton-president

president@tu-northbear.org
 641-226-1869

NuCast, and Maxxon Outfitters
Quality Fly Rods, Reels, & Tackle

No one should have to work too hard just to have
fun.  We’ve combined quality materials and design
with affordability  – so you can go fishing… and
take your son or daughter, too.  Purchase online
or use our dealer locator.

www.nucast.us
www.maxxonoutfitters.com

For Sale
Winston IM6 7’ 6” 4 wt two-piece rod.

$500
Don Otto, Knoxville, IA.

641-230-1468

GP Lawrence Rods
Handcrafted split Bamboo Fly Rods

by HFFA member, Dave Kemp
608-748-5057  davemikek@aol.com

Will custom make per your preferences
Located in the Dubuque area

TROUT UNLIMITED - DRIFTLESS CHAPTER
 Meets the first Thursday of the month October

through May @ 7 pm in the basement of
 T-Bocks Sports Bar and Grill,

206 Water St. Decorah
www.iadriftless.org

For Sale
Fly Tying vises:  HMH, Dyna-King, Peak Engineer-
ing, Dan Vise, Nor-Vise, Anvil,and Regal. Also sell-
ing the new Daylight Lamp plus Bill Skilton
products, Jay Fair, Seal Sub, Arizona Synthetics,
Willies Sparkling material. All Griffin, Dr.  Slick
tools and the new easy thread bobbin, TMC, Tar-
gus & DaiRiki hooks plus many other materials.

Garylee Thurm
Jig and Fly Shop
319-279-3219

flytying4U@hotmail.com

Quality Fly Tying Materials
Featuring Mustad, Tiemco and Umpqua U Series
hooks. Whiting necks and saddles. Vises from
Anvil, Griffin, and HMH. All Wapsi, Umpqua, Hare-
line, Dr. Slick, and Rumpf products available.
Excellent service! Don¹t forget my free fly tying
classes in Cedar Rapids held  January and February.

Mike Jacobs
Hawkeye Fly Tyer
117  E. First St.

Monticello, IA 52310
319-465-4704

Bus. 319-465-5574
Online Catalog:

http://sites.google.com/site/hawkeyeflytyer

Jeffery Skeate’s new book, A Winter’s Tale:
Winter Fly Fishing in the Driftless (July 2014) is
now available through the publisher’s website
(www.sattre-press.com/wt.html) and Amazon.  If
you’re up in the Northeast Iowa area, copies are
available in downtown Decorah at Dragonfly Books.
Familiar World (2009) and Riverweather (2011) are
also available at the same locations.

HFFA Club Merchandise
Show your pride in being an HFFA member and get
some great buys on Ripple foam fly boxes, fishing
hats and clothing. Just received HFFA pinks in two
different styles. You saw the new HFFA name tags
at the Annual Meeting. Order yours today!

Martin Acerbo
3114 34th Pl.

Des Moines, IA 50310
515-274-9438

macerbo@iastate.edu

Badger Creek Fly Tying is 20 Years old!
Help us celebrate our anniversary! We are carry a
complete line of fly tying materials, tools, flies and
fly fishing tackle from some of the best names in
the industry. We stock Regal, Dyna King, Wapsi,
Nature’s Spirit, Hareline, Hardy, TFO, Cortland,
Daiichi, Whiting, Metz, Fishpond, and Mustad. Sign
up for our free e newsletter and take 10% off your
first order, recommend a friend and get free ship-
ping.

Contact us at:  607-347-4946,
 www.eflytyer, or mike@eflytyer.com

RENEW YOUR HFFA MEMBERSHIP!?

Look at the address label on the back
page of the newsletter.  Renew prior to
the expiration date printed above your
name.  Membership form on pg 10.  HFFA
depends on your timely contributions!

Flyline Classifieds

!!HFFA Notice!!
THIS IS THE LAST PRINTED

VERSION OF THE FLYLINE

The June version will be sent

by email.

Send your email to

Hawkeyeflyfisher@gmail.com

If you have no email services

please contact:

Don Otto, incoming Editor

641-230-1468

We intend to make sure all

members receive every issue.
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Pam Dorale helps her daughter, Julia, tie a fly while Fishy
Fullum helps Mara Maas do the same. A beginner’s fly tying
workshop was hosted by Fishy during the HFFA show.

Mike Siepker, IDNR Biologist, talks during the show about threats
to Iowa fisheries. Due to the amount of listener interest, a spirited
discussion followed. Photos by Lisa Davis.


